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HARMON, CURRAN, SPIELBER SENBERG, LLP
1726 M Sireet. NW. Suitc 600 Washington. DC 20036 ) 328-3500 (202) 328-6918 fux
March 24, 2008 B .o -
- 5
Jeff'S. Jordan )
Federal Elcction Commission 2 opae
999 L Street, NW T ":‘%:"'-Et‘:’:g
Washington, DC 20463 P :'g g
Dear Mr. Jordan: -

This response is filed on bebalf of Citizens Services, Inc. (“CSI™) with regard to MUR 5970.
The complaint filed by Ms. Sherwood does not contain evidence of any wrongdoiug by CSI. In
fact, all it does is to usc public records and reports filed with the Comruission to demonstrate that
the Edwards campaign contracted with CSI to conduct a field program on the campaign's behalf.
There is nothing unlawful about this, and as a consequence the Commission should find no
reason to believe a violation has occurred.

Although this complaint does not clearly statc what CS] has sllegedly done that would violate
the Federal Election Campaign Act, it seems to be implying that independent activities of outside
groups were improperly coordinated with thc Edwards campaign. In fact, CST was hired by the
Edwards campaign as a vendor to provide campaign services. CSI provided those services, and
reccived payment as stipulated in a negotiated contract. This is not, as the complaint states in
paragraph 27, “what purport to be independent expenditures.” This is a standard commercial
transaction between & campaign and a vendor. There was nothing independent about these
services; they were paid for by and made on behalf of the campaign. None of CSI’s behavior
amounts to a violation of the Act.

CSl is = Louisiana nonprofit corporation that provides consulting and field services (such as
door-to-door canvass and phone banks) to a number of different clients. In 2006, those clients
included Donna Bdwards for Congress (the “Edwards Campaign™). (See declaration of Mitch
Klcin (MK) paragraphs 3 and 5, declaration of Patrick Winogrond (PW) paragraphs 6 and
attached contract between CS[ and the Edwards Campaign.) Pursuant to a contractual
arrangement, CSI conducted a field program for the Edwards Campaign. CSI in tum
subcontracted & portion of this work to ACORN. (MK paragraph 3 and 4)

The payments from the Edwards Campaign to CSI that were reported to the Commission and are
discussed in the complaint were for these services, as indicated on the Campaign’s reports.

The complaint makes much of the fact that a number of distinct organizations avail themselves
of the same address in New Orleans. The reason for this is thet at the relevant time period, 1024
Elysian Fields Avenue housed the offices of Citizens Consulting Inc. (“CCI"). CCI is another
consulting firm that provides administrative. legal, and similar services to CSI and a variety of
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clients. CS! therefore reports this addrcss as its main sdministrative location, as it is the offices
to which most official correspondence should be directed. (PW paragraphs 3, 4, and 5)
Similarly, when it registered to do business in Maryland, CSI was required to identify a
registered address, and availed itself of the services of National Registered Agents, a firm that
serves as registered agent for client corporations on a fee basis. This was the address registered
with the state of Maryland, as the official designation of a location to send official

correspondence.

Finally, although it is not entirely clear on the point, the complaint appears to suggest that CS] or
other organizations sharing its address could have acted as a conduit for passing information
between the Edwards Campaign and other organizations cogaged in independent expenditures or
other advocacy legally required to be independent of the campaign.

In fact, the administrative support personnel at the shared address in New Orleans would not
ordinarily have had access to information about the content, timing, or audience for any
communications carried out for the Edwards Campaign, or about the Campaign’s plans, projects
or activities. They would only have processed payments of invoices after the fact. (PW
paragraphs 7-10) This shared administrative office does not create an avenue for coordination.
The complsint's insinuations in this regard are utterly baseless.

For these reasons, we urge the Compmission to find no reason to believe and dismiss this
complajnt.

Kingsley
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.  Myname is Patrick Winogrond.
2.  1am en employee of Citizens Consulting Inc. (“CCI").

3 CCI provides administrative, accounting, legsl, snd similar sexvices for a number of
differant client organizations, including Citizens Services Inc. (“CSI™).

4 CCP's offices have been locsted at 1024 Elysian Fields Ave., New Orleans LA, until
moving to a new office apace in early 2008.

5. CCI'sclients typically usc this address as their primary contact point in order to earure
that Jegal and finencial documents come to the location of the staff providing associated services.

6. CClI is also responsible for maintaining files on contracts entered into by its clients. The
attached contract between CS1 and Donna Edwards for Congress is from CCI's files.

7 Myjobtumunﬁu include overseeing all of CCI's services provided for CSI and for
ACORN’s “political” operations. I hald this position in 2006 and exercised thoss same
responsibilities then,

8. The information that I receive from CCI clients is liznited to factual financial information

required to carry out cur administrative services. Typically this would take the form of requests
to pay & given vendor a specific amount.

5.  Asageneral matter, thers would never be any reason for CCI staff to receive specific
campaign material or any strategic plans or information relsted to a client's operations.

10.  Specifically, in 2006, I did not receive or have access to information regarding plans,
strategies, or needs of CSI or ACORN relating to their work for the Edwards campaign.

[ declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of Americs that the
forcgoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

A 3-21- 08
%m —
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THIS AGREEMENT dated as of July 3, 2008 is entersd into bstween Donna Edwards for Congress (the “Edwards
Campaign®) and Citizens' Sarvices, Inc. (CSI) (the "Consultant”).

Section 1, _Services

CS! agrees o provide a Get Out the Vota persussion program, starting July 6th 2008 and ending Sept. 12, 2008.
During this period CS! will contact registered voters providad by the Edwards Campaign in tha following district:
MD Congressional District 4

In this district CS! will deploy a % time overall campaign director, 2 political organizars, 25 part-time staff and § team
lsnders.

5-10 of theca staff will be for the purposas of nightly phane banking, the remainder in the field.
CSl agrees 1o suto-dial base voters in the district twice.

e his agreament shall bagin upon aigning and shall and Saptsmber 12, 2006.

Section 3, Termination,
This Agreement may be terminated by mutual consent of the signad parties or with S days written notification by one party
to the other. In the event of termination, all fees owed to C8I shali become immediately dus end paysble.

Section 4._Compsnsation and Fass,
During the term of this Agreement, the Edwards Campaign agrees to compenaate CS| for its sarvicss as following:

Tha costs for tha program are the following: up to $40,000 every two weeks with a $40,000 up front payment. If the
services for the two wesk period are less than $40,000 (ses baiow) CSi's invoice for that period will be for the lesser
amount. Services will be delermined by the following unit rete:

$ 2.75 per door contact

$ 1.50 per phone contact

$ .03 per auld-dial phus long distance charges

$ 1800 bi-weekly for a political

$ .03 cents per pholo copy, .04 cants K two-sided

$ 1250 bi-weekly for haik-time CS| campaign director

Auto Disir o.%u 16000 Gl T 4800
0. cal 08452 Okstance Calls ©© 4781.
Auto-diakr befbre elaction 8691.
Votsr Permmsion
Persussion Canvass contaciad (8,000 Y 412
Persussion Phonabenk contaciad (10,000 Yas' 4
| Phoncbeak for Valumaens 1
Svpervisor Py 1
Coordinsted L Drops
Other Past Time Staff'
QC and Datsbaser 4312,
Election Day Push 1 1
Total 204748,

$ 500 bi-weekly for rental of phones snd space
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- » Seution §. independent Gontractor,

In performing thess services, CSl Is an independent contractor and is not an employee or affiiate of the Edwards
Campaign. C8l is solely responsibie for the paymant of aii wages, expenses, compensation, social security taxes, feders!
and state unsmployment insurance and any other similar taxss reiating to its empioyess, agents, contrsatars, or
subconiraciors. CSI will furnish all lsbor, equipment and materiala necessary to the performancs of its duties and
responsibilities under this agreement, except that the Edwards campaign shall provide voler lists and campaign Bterature
where appropriate. CS! will comply with sil applicable workers' compensation, employer’s liablility, and other federal, state,
county and municipal laws, ordinancas, rules and regulstions. CSI wil assure that ks empioyses, sgents, contractors and
subcontractors comply with ail federal stete, county, and municipal laws, ordinsnces, ruies and regulations.

Section §. Entire Agresment -
This entire agreement is the entire agreement between the parties and supersedss ail previous arrangements snd
understandings. This agreement may not be altered, amended, or modified except in writing and signed by both parties.

Section 7, Commitments - :
Anything contained in this agreement 1o the contrary notwithstanding, It is understood and agreed that CSi shall not have
the right to make contracis or commitments for or on behalf of the Committes.

Ssclion B, Atlorney fees and costa of suit
Shouid eithar party, in the successiul isgal enforcement of any part of this agresment, incur sttorney’s feas, related
expensas, or other court costs, each party agrees to reimburse the other for such expenses, attomey's fees, or costs.

Saction §. Anplicabie Law.

Maryland and federal law will determine any necessary interpretation of the agresment.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agresment has besn duly executed by the parties as of the date first above written.
C8i by: Agresd by Donna Edwards for Congress:

Signa Signature

dz&(. Md 20
(o Dicendors N

Position/Title TexiD#
Bof-apa -t} S0 3le /280
Telephone Telephone

lod Aggnbutkbe ATy L _
Temple Holls, MD 2074§
o<

Fof Washngd$, MD 20749-/153
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION
RE: MUR 5970
DECLARATION OF MITCH KLEXN
1. My name is Mitch Klein.

2. In 2006, 1 was tha Head Organizer for ACORN in Marylend.

.3 hanAOOMHuAWIWWByMAOORNNCSI

oﬁcidshmhnndvimymlehﬂiﬂm&cvlculmtommmﬂhhlpium
design and implement a field program for the Donna BEdwards Campaign. I participsted in
discussians about strategy and oosts for the campaign. These discussions included mens by
which ACORN would peovide services for CSI for pieces of an outreach program particularly in
the aress of field strategy and mansgement and a phons program.

4, CSIpudACORNmauudmmemhmmACORNmﬁdd:dmd
to this program.

5. Inmy advisory role I reviewed invoices for work prepared by CS] staff for submission to
MMMWMMCSIMMMMWmMMbm

back the program when the Edwards campaign did not meet its fondraizing targets.

6. As head organizer of ACORN, I had no knowledge of any public communications made by
ACORN during the time of the 2006 primary campaign that referred to either Wynn or Edwards
other than ag part of the services provided under the CSI contract to the Edwards cawpaign. In
this context, 1 understand “public commmications™ to mean the following communications
mdcmthemﬂpubhe(ie..mpeoplommmmmhn) broadocast, cable, or
satellite communication; newspaper, magazine, or outdoor advertising facility; mass mailing
(mare than 500 pieces of identical or substantially similar nature within a 30-day period);
telephone bank (more than 500 telephone calls of an identical or substantially similar nature
within 30-dsy period); or any other form of general public political advertising.

I declare under penslty of perjury under the lews of the United States of America that the
foregoing is true and correct to the best of vy knowledge. )

M — EQ—QI— oz

Mitch Klein




